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INTRODUCTION
The Sherman Minton Renewal is a $90+ million bridge rehabilitation and painting
project that will significantly extend the service life of the 57-year-old bridge.
The double-decked bridge carries six lanes of traffic (I-64 and US 150)
over the Ohio River connecting Louisville, KY and New Albany, IN.
The project includes replacement or refurbishment of all bridge decks, rehabilitation
or replacement of structural steel elements and hanger cables, new lighting, drainage
repairs and painting of steel components. The long-term repairs, along with normal
preventive maintenance, will add up to 30 years of service life to the bridge.

MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC
PREF E R R E D A LT E R NATIVE

The recommended approach reflects the public’s preference for maintaining access across
the bridge to the fullest extent possible during the estimated three-year construction
process, while providing a safe environment for the driving public and the design-build
contractor’s team.
The Preferred Alternative will ensure at least one lane of traffic in each direction will remain
open for nearly 95% of the construction process. Closures will not be in one consecutive
period, but will be limited to 9 consecutive days per direction in a calendar year and up
to three 3-day weekends per direction per calendar year. The recommended plan will limit
full closure of the bridge to only 54 total days of the estimated 834 total days of work.
Cross-river traffic will be maintained with two eastbound and two westbound
travel lanes open during the majority of construction.
Temporary crossovers and widening to ramp lanes will facilitate traffic flow.
One eastbound and one westbound lane will be closed throughout construction.
Existing access ramps will remain open during the majority of construction.
Two eastbound and/or two westbound lanes and associated access ramps may
be closed nightly during construction for up to 180 nights per calendar year.
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Short-Term Full Closures and Overnight Closures (In Each Direction)
Short-term closure of the Sherman Minton Bridge will be allowed for nine consecutive days
for one period and up to three 3-day weekends per direction per calendar year. During the
short-term bridge closure, the I-64 (US 150) cross-river traffic will be diverted to alternate
interstate river crossings.
During construction, two eastbound and/or two westbound lanes and associated
access ramps may be closed nightly.
Maintaining Access and Notifications
Cross-river travel lanes will be maintained in both directions.
Existing access ramps will be maintained for local traffic access in Kentucky and Indiana.
Ramp closures and second lane restrictions will occur overnight.
Many public notification methods will be used during construction, including the
project website, social media channels, traditional media and traffic signage.
Holidays and Special Events
The design-build contractor will be permitted to work 24 hours per day, seven days per
week. Full closures and added restrictions will not be allowed during holidays and select
community events.

DETOUR OPTIONS
Indiana
I-64 through traffic will be detoured via I-265
to the I-65 paired Kennedy/Lincoln bridges.
Local access to New Albany would follow the same detour route.

Kentucky
I-264 and I-64 through traffic will be detoured to the
I-65 paired Kennedy/Lincoln bridges.
Local access to west Louisville would follow the same detour route.

These detour options for Indiana and Kentucky
will be in place during full closures.

SUBMIT COMMENTS
O R Q U E ST IO N S

To submit a comment or question about the Sherman Minton Renewal project,
please visit www.shermanmintonrenewal.com or call the project hotline
at (502) 329-8320.
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Sherman Minton Renewal

A bridge rehabilitation and painting project that will significantly extend the life of the bridge

SHERMAN MINTON BRIDGE
•
•
•
•
•
•

First interstate bridge in Louisville
Opened in 1962
Unique double-decked design
Carries six lanes of traffic (I-64 and US 150)
Carries about 90,000 vehicles daily
Long-term repairs needed to extend the
life of the bridge
• Five bridge structures associated with
the crossing

ENVIRONMENTAL PROCESS

• Federally-funded projects require a study to
analyze temporary social, economic and
environmental impacts

• Public involvement is a key part of the study
• State, local and federal officials – along with
the project team – will consider ways to
avoid, minimize or mitigate temporary
impacts of construction

• Project Team must identify best construction
approach

FUNDING

• Project will use federal and state
highway funds
• IN and KY will share the cost of the work
• There are no plans to toll the Sherman Minton
Bridge when this project is completed.

OVERVIEW

• $90+ million bridge rehabilitation
• Will add up to 30 years of life to the bridge

• Replacement or refurbishment of all bridge decks
• Rehabilitation or replacement of structural
steel elements and hanger cables
• New lighting
• Drainage repairs
• Painting of steel components

CONSTRUCTION APPROACH

• IN and KY transportation officials are committed
to a safe, cost-effective project and are working
to minimize traffic disruptions
• Approach involves a combination of maintenance
of traffic options
• Limited periods of full closure allow full access
for construction crews, shorten the timeline and
reduce costs, but impact traffic more
• Partial closures would maintain traffic with lane
restrictions, but lengthen the timeline and
increase costs

TIMELINE

• Summer 2020: Recommend construction approach
• Fall 2020: Complete contract procurement and
choose design-build contractor
• 2021: Begin construction
• 2024: Complete construction
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